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EAST REGION 

Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 
 

Wallowa River Habitat Restoration  
The Wallowa River-Baker Fish Habitat Restoration 
Project was developed to help restore ecosystem 
function for federal ESA listed spring Chinook, 
summer steelhead, and bull trout. The abundance, 
productivity, and spatial distribution of these species 
are limited by degraded habitat in much of northeast 
Oregon including the Wallowa River. The Wallowa 
specifically, is over-widened and shallow with high 
summer water temperatures. Pool density is also low 
and gravel is not well sorted. Many banks are eroded 
limiting floodplain interaction and hyporheic 
exchange (surface to shallow ground water). Reed 
canary grass is prevalent throughout much of the 
area. This all resulted in a reduction in juvenile 
rearing, adult holding, and spawning habitat.  
 

 
 

The department’s Grande Ronde Fish Habitat 
Program began working with the landowners, John 
and Tarrah Baker, on a side channel creation and 
bank stabilization project to resolve many of these 
issues. In 2017, the project was completed with 
design funding provided by the Oregon Watershed 
Enhancement Board and Bonneville Power 
Administration, and construction funding from 
Grande Ronde Model Watershed, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and the McNary Fisheries 
Mitigation Irrevocable Trust Fund.  
 

The project includes 3,500 ft. of new side channels, 
eight acres of floodplain creation, 29 engineered 
habitat structures, and riparian plantings. Floodplain 
connectivity increased by lowering the floodplain to 
promote periodic inundation and encourage riparian 
habitat development. The project additionally 

included installation of engineered wood and habitat 
structures using over 400 large trees.  
 

Planning for the Reintroduction of Anadromous 
Fishes to the Upper Klamath  
Historically, the Klamath River Basin supported one 
of the largest migrations of Chinook salmon on the 
west coast, as well as robust migrations of Coho 
salmon, steelhead trout, and Pacific lamprey. This 
abundance provided the main subsistence for tribal 
groups along the river as well as substantial 
commercial and recreational harvests for non-tribal 
fishers. Migration of anadromous fish to the Upper 
Klamath Basin was blocked by dam construction in 
1912. Iron Gate Dam of the Klamath Hydroelectric 
Project (KHP) limited access to over 600 kilometers 
of anadromous spawning, incubation, and rearing 
habitat currently blocks the upper extent of 
anadromous fish migration. 
 

In 2016 the Governors of California and Oregon, 
Department of the Interior, National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS), The Yurok Tribe, the 
Karuk Tribe, and a number of other governmental 
and non-governmental groups signed the Amended 
Klamath Hydroelectric Settlement Agreement 
(Agreement). The agreement allows PacifiCorp and 
the newly created non-profit Klamath River Renewal 
Corporation (KRRC) to file a joint application to 
transfer the four KHP dams to KRRC along with an 
application to FERC to surrender and remove the 
four dams in 2020. Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife is signatory to the Agreement and has been 
actively working with PacifiCorp and KRRC 
consultants to support the transfer, surrender and 
removal of the KHP dams. 
 

  
Dam on the Klamath River  
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In addition to working with KRRC, Klamath staff 
have started developing the anadromous Re-
Introduction Implementation Plan (Plan) called for 
in OAR 635-500-3890 - 635-500-3910 in 
collaboration with The Klamath Tribes, and input 
from other downstream stakeholders (NMFS, 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, and other Klamath Basin 
tribes). The OAR stipulates that the Plan’s goal 
should be to restore naturally reproducing self-
sustaining populations of Chinook, Coho and Pacific 
lamprey in the Oregon portion of the Upper 
Klamath. While still under development, the Plan 
proposes volitional recolonization of the Upper 
Klamath by fall Chinook and Coho salmon, 
steelhead trout, and Pacific lamprey following dam 
removal. Remnants of these populations still occur 
immediately below Iron Gate Dam. Reintroducing 
spring Chinook will require a more aggressive 
approach because these populations are limited to a 
couple tributaries in the lower river. As currently 
conceived, experimental releases of spring Chinook 
will be used to resolve uncertainties including 
appropriate donor stocks, timing, migration 
behaviors, and methods of release. 
 

WEST REGION 

Bernadette Graham-Hudson, Region Manager 
 

10-year Anniversary, Marmot Dam Removal 
The Department joined Sandy Basin Partners 
(conservationists, anglers, PGE) in October to 
celebrate the 10-year anniversary of Marmot Dam’s 
removal and the return of a free-flowing Sandy River 
from Mt. Hood to the Columbia River.  
 

This was the largest dam breach in the nation at 
the time and was hailed as a win for wild Chinook, 
coho, and steelhead, which was listed for 
protection under the Endangered Species Act and 
now have rebounded significantly over the past 
decade. Returns of all three species have more 
than doubled since the Marmot Dam removal. 
 

While not solely due to dam removal, returns of wild 
spring Chinook, winter steelhead, and coho have 
increased significantly as compared to their 
abundance prior to the dam removal. For example, 
the number of wild spring Chinook increased from 
an average of 809 before dam removal to 2,086 
afterwards. Similarly, coho increased from 784 
returning fish before dam removal to 1,959 
afterward, and wild winter steelhead increased from 
898 to 2,757. 
 

Habitat improvement projects and Department fish 
management changes were another major factor in 
these fish rebounding. Sandy Basin Partners invested 
in habitat restoration and the Department reduced 
the number of hatchery fish. The Department also 
installed weirs to separate wild and hatchery fish and 
keep hatchery fish from straying upstream into 
native habitat. 
 

When Marmot Dam was demolitioned, the 
Department lost an important fish management tool 
when the trap associated with dam was also 
removed. For a few years following the dam 
removal, Department staff netted brood stock out of 
the river using large seine nets pulled by swimmers. 
Later, biologists installed portable weirs, which are 
now used for this purpose. The best news is native 
fish are again spawning where habitat was not 
available to them just 10 years ago. 
 

 
Seining in the Sandy River 
 

Youth Fishing Pond Restoration Project 
Arizona Pond, a youth-only angling spot and the 
only public pond available to host school fishing 
events on the south coast was recently restored with 
an R&E grant and in-kind help from South Coast 
Lumber, Curry Anadromous Fisherman, South Coast 
Fishermen, Curry Citizens for Public Land Use, 
ODOT, and Oregon State Parks.  
 

The pond has been nearly unfishable due to 
accumulated sediment and vegetation. Department 
staff mechanically removed aquatic vegetation before 
fishing events in spring.  
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Arizona Pond prior to restoration 

Youth 17 and under have restored use of Arizona 
Pond, located about 15 miles south of Port Orford. 
Gold Beach District staff would like to extend their 
thanks to Commissioner Bob Webber for his regular 
volunteer efforts at Arizona Pond. 
 
Diamond Lake Sampling 
The Umpqua Fish District continued its monitoring 
program on Diamond Lake this past summer with 
two seasonal employees who worked mid-June to 
mid-September trap netting, seining and some boat 
electrofishing. The crew conducted 161 trap-net sets 
around the lake and collected 39 tui chub averaging 
seven inches, with only a few females ripe for 
spawning. The crew collected 21,448 golden shiners 
averaging about three and a half inches. 
 

In six-beach seine sets, 1,093 golden shiners and no 
tui chub were found. A diet analysis on a small 
number of tiger trout showed no consumption of 
minnows or rainbow trout. 
 

The 2017 monitoring was similar to last year’s and 
did not indicate a major population increase of tui 
chub or golden shiners. Biologists continue to work 
with the U.S. Forest Service to monitor the lake after 
the discovery of golden shiners in 2008 and tui chub 
in 2015, and plan to remove and monitor these 
populations in the years ahead. Rainbow trout 
angling was very productive this year.  
 

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

Roger Fuhrman, Information, and Education 
Administrator 
 

Facebook Pages Reach Milestones 
ODFW’s main Facebook page recently topped 
100,000 “likes”. Similarly, our Conservation 
Facebook page crossed the 10,000 “like” threshold 
on nearly the same day! The more “likes” our pages 
receive, the broader viewership our posts receive, 
which further increases our ability to provide timely 
information and excellent communication to 

hunters, anglers, wildlife viewers, and other 
interested constituents.  
 

 
 

Facebook continues to be an effective means of 
providing updates, explanations, and information on 
complex natural resource issues, as evidenced by the 
viewership of recent posts. A recently posted 
wolf/coyote identification quiz was picked up by 
several media outlets and had over 42,000 people 
take the quiz the first week after posting. In addition, 
recent informational posts on wolves, duck hunting, 
and bats, among others, have been viewed thousands 
of times. 
 
Steelheading 101 a Success! 
With winter steelhead season right around the 
corner, the Department completed two “Steelhead 
101” workshops in October. These workshops were 
put on with assistance from the Salem and Sandy 
chapters of the Northwest Steelheaders, and aimed 
to provide participants with the tools and experience 
needed to fish for steelhead. Participants learned 
how to read the water, techniques and gear for 
steelhead fishing, and locations they can try to be 
successful. Forty-eight prospective steelhead anglers 
attended the workshops, and assisted by Department 
staff and dozens of volunteers from the Sandy and 
Salem Chapters of the Northwest Steelheaders.  
 

 
A volunteer instructs a participant on the North Santiam River 
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Marmot Dam Removal: 10 Years and Counting! 
I&E and North West Watershed District Staff 
produced a news release celebrating the ten-year 
anniversary of the removal of Marmot Dam on the 
Sandy River. This piece was picked up by several 
media outlets, and provided a positive look at the 
benefits of this dam removal, highlighted by wild fish 
counts in the basin that are significantly higher than 
pre-dam removal. This proactive approach to 
reporting was well received by readers. 
 

 
Marmot Dam Removal on Sandy River in 2007 
 

Inaugural S3DA Archery Competition 
Bullseye! The first ever S3DA Triple Crown archery 
competition was held at the new Junction City 
Archery Park. Over 30 people, from age seven to 
adult, competed at the event, which included three 
different shooting formats: indoor range, outdoor 
target, and 3D. Participants traveled from as far as 
Bend to compete, and all had a great time in a 
positive environment. In addition to participants, 
upwards of 40 friends and family attended the event 
to cheer on the competitors. The event was put on 
by the Department Archery Program, which aims to 
get Oregonians of all ages excited about archery and 
connected to the outdoors. 
 

 
S3DA Archery Tournament Winners 
 

 

OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Fish & Wildlife Division 
 

A day before the first rifle elk season opened, an 
Oregon State Police (OSP) Fish and Wildlife (F&W) 
Sergeant out of the Coos Bay office, responded to a 
subject who had shot a trophy 5x6 bull elk in a 
rancher’s field near the Smith River. Immediately 
after the shot, the subject was in the field with a rope 
tied to the elk when the landowner who had heard 
the shot confronted him. Community members held 
the subject at the scene until law enforcement 
arrived. The subject related he thought the season 
had started already and was untruthful about where 
the animal was when he first shot. The subject had 
his wife’s first season tag in his pocket along with his 
own second season tag. With the assistance of 
Douglas County Deputies, the F&W Sergeant 
arrested the subject for Taking Bull Elk Closed Season 
and Hunting on the Enclosed Lands of Another. The 
subject was additionally warned for Hunting from a 
Roadway, his vehicle was towed, and rifle seized. 
 

 
  

F&W Troopers from the Albany office received 
information regarding two potentially unlawfully 
taken buck deer. Two Troopers contacted the 
primary suspect at a residence in Sweet Home while 
another Trooper contacted a secondary suspect at 
the alleged property of the unlawful conduct. While 
interviewing the primary suspect, a secondary 
suspect was identified at the same residence and 
interviewed as well. It was determined the primary 
suspect shot a forked horn buck and borrowed a big 
game tag while hunting a friend’s property. 
Approximately two weeks later the primary suspect 
shot a 4-point buck on the property after informing 
the property owner he had unlawfully tagged the first 
buck. The property owner assisted in the take and 
processing of the second buck. The two-buck deer, 
two big game tags, and a firearm were seized as 
evidence. The primary suspect was criminally cited 
for Unlawful Take/Possession Buck Deer, Exceeding the 
Bag Limit, and Borrow Big Game Tag. The second 
suspect was cited criminally for Loaning Big Game Tag 
and the property owner was cited criminally for 
Aiding in Wildlife Offense.  
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An F&W Sergeant observed two juveniles acting 
suspiciously at Smith River Falls and began video 
recording their actions. The juveniles were videoed 
attempting to catch salmon at the entrance to the 
fish trap by hand. After some time, an adult subject 
came into view and handed a .22 rifle to the 
juveniles. The juveniles each used the rifle to shoot 
at fish in pools and jumping up the waterfall. It is 
unknown if they hit any salmon, as they likely would 
have disappeared in the fast flowing water. The adult 
was cited and released for Aiding in an Angling Offense 
and his rifle was seized. The juveniles will be referred 
to the juvenile department for Angling Closed Stream, 
Attempting to Take Salmon Prohibited Method (Rifle), and 
Angling Prohibited Area (Fish trap).  

Fish & Wildlife Troopers recently featured in the 
news: 
 

http://www.eastoregonian.com/oregon-state-police-
trooper-keeping-hunting-fair-in-forest-eo-ap-
webfeeds-news-
northwest8d5b0fae97b1409ba6023cfb895f4306 
 

https://www.newportnewstimes.com/article/to-
catch-a-poacher 
 

CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

Andrea Hanson, Oregon Conservation Strategy 
Coordinator   
 

Proposed pioneering study on bullfrog 
control/removal  
Central and Eastern Oregon Conservation Biologist 
Simon Wray and Klamath Falls Assistant District 
Wildlife Biologist Bill Tinniswood worked with 
USGS, a private landowner, and Trout Unlimited to 
submit an OWEB grant proposal to fund a 
pioneering project assembling baseline data in 2018 
that will inform future efforts to control or remove 
bullfrogs.  
 

Bullfrogs have been identified as a conservation 
threat in areas outside their native range in North 
America, including Oregon. Invasive species is a Key 
Conservation Issue in the Oregon Conservation 
Strategy and bullfrogs are listed as threatening 
Oregon’s native amphibians and turtles through 
diseases, predation, and competition. 
 

Bullfrog impacts may be more pronounced where 
they exist alongside species experiencing dramatic 
declines, such as the Oregon spotted frog, a 
Conservation Strategy Species, that is estimated to 
have declined more than 70 percent within its 
historic range. 
 

To that end, the study intends to collect baseline data 
on bullfrog and Oregon spotted frog ecology and the 
interactions between them at sites where they 
coexist. To date, most bullfrog control efforts have 
failed because typically the goal is simple removal.  
 

This systematic approach to bullfrog control has not 
been used before. Baseline data is critical to the next 
phase (2019) of developing viable and sustainable 
management options informed that could benefit 
Oregon spotted frogs and control bullfrogs. The 
Department’s biologists are confident this systematic 
approach will improve the ability to manage 
bullfrogs and protect native species.  
 

Habitat Conservation Stamp art contest 
Kip Richmond and his painting of Pygmy Rabbit 
won the 2018 Habitat Conservation Stamp art 
contest. His painting will be used to produce 
collector’s stamps and art prints to benefit Oregon’s 
native species and habitat. 
 

Duck Pond Cellars collaborates with the Department 
to host the annual art show featuring entries from 
this and the Upland Game Bird and Waterfowl 
Stamp art contests. Rod Frederick’s painting of Blue 
grouse won the Upland Game Bird contest, and 
Richard Clifton’s painting of Bufflehead took first in 
both Waterfowl Stamp and People’s Choice award. 
 

Duck Pond Cellars creates a special Pinot noir blend 
named Conservation Cuvee that features the Habitat 
Conservation Stamp winning artwork on the label. 
The 2017 vintage featured Ferruginous Hawk while 
2018 will highlight Pygmy Rabbit. The winery 
donates $5 from each bottle sold to the 
Department’s Conservation Program.  
 

 
 

ODFW volunteers tagged Monarch Butterfly 
makes epic journey 
Stephanie Hazen, who volunteered many hours 
working with Sue Beilke on native turtle 
conservation, is now working with Monarch 

http://www.eastoregonian.com/oregon-state-police-trooper-keeping-hunting-fair-in-forest-eo-ap-webfeeds-news-northwest8d5b0fae97b1409ba6023cfb895f4306
http://www.eastoregonian.com/oregon-state-police-trooper-keeping-hunting-fair-in-forest-eo-ap-webfeeds-news-northwest8d5b0fae97b1409ba6023cfb895f4306
http://www.eastoregonian.com/oregon-state-police-trooper-keeping-hunting-fair-in-forest-eo-ap-webfeeds-news-northwest8d5b0fae97b1409ba6023cfb895f4306
http://www.eastoregonian.com/oregon-state-police-trooper-keeping-hunting-fair-in-forest-eo-ap-webfeeds-news-northwest8d5b0fae97b1409ba6023cfb895f4306
https://www.newportnewstimes.com/article/to-catch-a-poacher
https://www.newportnewstimes.com/article/to-catch-a-poacher
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Butterflies in the Pacific Northwest. She reared, 
tagged, and released 46 Monarchs last summer from 
eggs and caterpillars found on her milkweed plants. 
One of the last she tagged and released in August 
was spotted in the Santa Cruz Natural Bridges 
overwintering colony on October 30.  
 

 
 

This is the first tagged Monarch in the program from 
Salem to be found in Santa Cruz and it traveled at 
least 549 miles to get there. Presumably, this 
Monarch flew through smoky skies and across 
wildfires to reach its winter home. Congratulations, 
Stephanie. 
 

OCEAN SALMON AND COLUMBIA RIVER 
PROGRAM 
Tucker Jones, Ocean Salmon and Columbia River 
Program Manager  
 

Upcoming White Sturgeon spawning and 
habitat research in John Day Reservoir 
Primary white sturgeon spawning population 
segments in Oregon include the Columbia River 
downstream of Bonneville Dam (including the 
Willamette River) and each of the three 
impoundments between Bonneville and McNary 
dams – collectively referred to as the Zone 6 
reservoirs. Of these four segments the John Day 
Reservoir is most concerning to fisheries managers 
and biologists in terms of recruitment and 
productivity. Early work from the mid-1980s 
through the 1990s identified seasonal temperature 
and flows in these reservoirs as primary drivers of 
annual reproductive success. Persistent recruitment 
concerns in the late 1990s and early 2000s prompted 
the creation of one of the first Zone 6 sturgeon 
spawning sanctuaries in John Day Reservoir in 2006. 

Following the creation of this sanctuary and a period 
of more favorable water years, recruitment of John 
Day white sturgeon appeared to improve for a time. 
However, for the past four years, we have again seen 
poor recruitment in this reach, despite relatively 
favorable water years in 2013 and 2014 and it is 
unclear what specific mechanism (or mechanisms) is 
responsible. 
 

The Department, in conjunction with the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW) and the Columbia River Intertribal Fish 
Commission (CRITFC) sought and was awarded a 
two-year Emerging Research and Monitoring 
Priorities grant from the Northwest Power and 
Conservation Council to collect updated information 
on white sturgeon spawning habitat use in the John 
Day Reservoir. 

The research will address uncertainties surrounding 
white sturgeon recruitment issues, better inform 
management decisions regarding designating 
protected areas, develop recommendations for 
mainstem habitat improvements (e.g. - substrate 
placement and/or dam operations), and identify 
potential larval assessment and collection sites.  

The planned work products are: 
1. Describe movement and habitat use and identify 

potential spawning areas of adult white sturgeon 
from April to July using acoustic telemetry. 
 

2. Produce maps that identify critical sturgeon 
habitats in the McNary Dam tailrace. 

 

3. Address question related to thermal habitat 
preferences of adult white sturgeon. 

 

The Department, WDFW and CRTIFC will 
collaborate to capture and mark up to 30 adult white 
sturgeon within the John Day Reservoir with 
acoustic tags. Tracking of tagged white sturgeon will 
use a combination of mobile boat-based receivers 
and fixed stations. To capture fine-scale movements 
specifically during the spawning season, a spatially 
dense array will be deployed within previously 
identified spawning habitat. Intensive, mobile 
tracking will occur during the pre-spawn and 
spawning season to assess additional suspected 
spawning and staging areas. To capture long-range 
movements throughout the remainder of the year, 
acoustic “gates” designed to capture the entire width 
of the river will be set-up in strategic locations, 
including the John Day River Arm to assess 
suspected sturgeon use of this tributary. 

Information collected during the course of this study 
will inform potential changes to hydro-system 
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operations and infrastructure, fisheries management, 
size and temporal scope of spawning sanctuaries, and 
hatchery brood stock collection efforts. 
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